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Cluster #9: Brazilian 
alt-Right groups

The entities composing Cluster 9 were primarily Bolsonaro 
supporting groups with conservative right-wing views.

The analysis was based on retrieved posts which contained the 
following keywords: Ucrania, Russia, Putin, Zelensky, Kiev.

Results showed 22,133 posts from which we extracted and 
analysed 251 posts with the most interactions. Among them, the 
vast majority did not discuss the Russo-Ukrainian war.

However, when the topic did arise, it was predominantly 
approached through
 Neutral religious posts
 Explicit support of Putin and Russia, especially regarding 
Putin’s actions in support of Brazil

 Posts that were not explicitly talking about Ukraine or Russia 
per se, but about how Lula was dealing with the conflict.


Ultimately, a significant divergence from the Western pro-
Ukraine stance was noticed. In fact, the main sentiment observed 
throughout the cluster did not display any particular political 
support towards Ukraine.

Cluster #5:  
Media Ecosystem  
of Anti-Establishment 
French Facebook Groups

We studied how the French anti-establishment 
movement on Facebook gathered around different 
media sources during 2022. We mapped the cluster 
through network analysis. Links between Facebook 
groups (nodes in the graph) are created whenever 
two groups have shared the same URL. We identified 
3 main subclusters: pro-Russia, groups affiliated to 
traditional politics and a populist nebula opposing 
COVID-related sanitary measures. Using the domain 
names of the links, we see the populist group shares 
mostly links to social media (e.g. TikTok), the political 
group mainly relays mainstream media (e.g. printed 
press) and the pro-Russian group links to alternative 
media (websites claiming to fact-check mainstream 
sources). Overall, the stories shared by the French 
anti-establishment movement points towards a 
sweeping rejection of the current political system.

Component #10:  
Latin America and USA

Analysis of this component (the largest in 
the network) shows an interesting 
connection: left-wing Latin American 
clusters are linked to a right-wing/alt-right 
USA cluster through the CLSB present in the 
"Bible Prophecy in the News" group. The 
group relates to Eastern Lighting, a Chinese 
religious cult gathering followers with 
attention-grabbing content and events, 
enticing people into joining the cult, also 
promoting sensational content on the 
Ukraine war.



A closer look at the main terms posted in 
these clusters reveals a great change in the 
narratives, before and after the war began. 
This suggests that the main objective of 
these groups is the construction of anti-
NATO sentiment, using any popular or 
newsworthy topic at the time (vaccination, 
Cuban embargo, domestic corruption, 
Ukraine-Russia conflict, etc.).

Pro-Russian group 
shares mostly 
alternative media.

Groups affiliated to the traditional left-wing 
mainly links to mainstream media sources.

Populist group (anti-authority, anti-sanitary, 
yellow jacket…) share a lot of social media 
posts, as well as alternative media.

“For the resignation 
of Emmanuel Macron”

“Putin’s 
Great 
Russia”

“Say no to the 
vaccinal pass”

“Open debates 
between working 
class activists”

“Stop the 
sanitary 
dictature”

“The voice of 
the France 
Insoumise”

Argentina

Left/Far left groups

Peru ex-president Castillo 
supporters/left groups

USA right / alt-right

Trump supporters

“Bible Prophecy in the News”

Mexico president AMLO 

supporters/left groups

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

post_month

social media

alternative media

mainstream media

local news
political media

Months

Media categories shared through 2022

Main post subsets Findings visualised

Network of the main  actors

Node Size

74

54

Link categories (edge colour)

Alternative media
Mainstream media
Social media

con pro con pro con pro con pro

BOLSO 
NARO

LULA RUSSIA UKRAINE

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90 Category

News

Politics

Religion

Random

Occurrences 
in the corpus

1 2

3

Misinformation

Period 1 main narratives shift

Component 10 Network

Co-occurring terms within Ukraine narratives

 Period 2 main narratives shift

Post-Invasion, the popular content 
includes alternative stories on the war, e.g. 
praising a documentary that frames 
Ukranians as ‘extremist nationalists’ and 
‘filonazis’, or by calling out hypocrisy by 
comparing the Russian invasion in Ukraine 
to the UK & the Falkland Islands. Ukraine-
critical content has been posted in groups 
aiming and claiming to ‘viralize the truth,’ 
(Viralizando la Verdad), like “El Destape Sin 
Fin” (202k members), which relates to 
almost all top-posts. A popular one is 
REBELIÓN DEL PENSAMIENTO (42k 
members), which encourages its members 
to ‘wake up and spread the truths that can 
hinder, frighten and destabilize the base.’

In the ten months before the invasion, 
narratives related mostly to alternative 
science, vaccinations, critique against 
politicians and the Cuban embargo. The 
most interaction was generated by posts 
concerning alternative science stories 
(‘Seven hidden technologies that are 
being kept away from the people’), and 
critical posts on Argentinian congress 
(‘It’s a rat’s hole) and other national 
politicians.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/320291892449484/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/320291892449484/

