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Genealogy of 
the Getty Images: 
Lean In Collection

Researching the feminist politics 
of stock photography across 
representation, circulation, 

and recontextualization



Lean In Collection
Introduction

Initial Data Sets 



Research Questions
1. CIRCULATION: How do these images exist and move across different online 

platforms and media outlets?

2. REPRESENTATION: How does the Lean In Collection communicate women as 

empowered and authentic both visually and through the language found in 

titles and keywords?

3. RECONTEXTUALIZATION: How do the online media texts that use images 
from the Lean In Collection frame a range of issues related to women both 
visually and linguistically?



Methodology 
 7833 images within Lean In collection  

→ 6000 sorted images → result: 4646 unique images

Top 171 hosts - based on the number of pictures from the collection they use

Top 10 images- based on usage by other hosts

The metadata connected to the picture - titles, authors, keywords/tags, rights 

Data collection
→Tools: Google Reverse Image Scraper



Findings: Circulation

How do these images exist and move across different online platforms and media 

outlets?







Findings: Representation

How does the Lean In Collection communicate women as empowered and authentic 

both visually and through the language found in titles and keywords?



similar images according to settings
(min. 3 images per setting)
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Findings: Recontextualization 

How do the online media texts that use images from the Lean In Collection frame a 
range of issues related to women both visually and linguistically?





Conclusion
Most significant findings:

Circulation: Images appear mostly on social media 

Representation: Lack of diversity in settings and ethnicity. Most keywords are 

connected to family and work. 

Recontextualization: Top 10 images are mostly used in topics connected to lifestyle 



Thank you!


